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Chapter 3

THE FIVE FACTORS THAT OBLIGATE TRUST IN GOD
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There are five introductions, which when proper-
ly understood and realized to be true, will cause
a person to have complete trust in the Almighty:

The first one of them is that he must believe and
clearly recognize' that the Almighty possesses
all the seven qualities mentioned in the previous
Chapter, which when all of them are present in
someone, make it possible for a person to trust
in him. I already mentioned them in the previous
Chapter and commented on them citing Pesukim
that were accessible to me which state that G-d
possesses these qualities.

The first quality that a person must believe that
G-d possesses, in order to have proper trust in Him,
is that the Creator, may He be blessed, has more
compassion on a person than any other compas-
sionate being does. In fact, any compassion and
mercy that you receive from anyone else ultimate-
ly all comes from G-d’s compassion and mercy as
well, who is the one who puts in the heart of that
person, to have mercy and compassion towards
you, as Scripture says (in Devarim 13:18) “and He
will grant you compassion, and be compassion-
ate with you, and multiply you”

The second quality that a person must believe that
G-d possesses in order to have trust in Him, is that
it is not hidden from the Creator, may He be ex-
alted, the ways which benefit the person.

1 Being that as mentioned in the previous chapter, the Pessukim themselves state how G-d possesses all these qualities,
the Chovot Halevavot says that one must “believe” this to be the case. However, since, as has also been mentioned in the
previous Chapter, logic also dictates this to be true, the Chovot Halevavot writes that one must “clearly recognize” it to be

true (Nedar Bakodesh).
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Logic dictates this, since the person is one of His
handiwork, and there is no one who knows better,
- as to what is beneficial or harmful for that which
has been made, as well as the troubles that may
catch hold of it, the ways in which he becomes ill
as well as healed - than the one who made it him-
self.

If we find this to be true regarding objects made
by human beings, who don’t actually create any-
thing new through their actions, other than the
external form of the raw material, and who have
no skill or power to create the raw material itself,
then all the more so, must it be true regarding G-d,
who creates the raw material itself, from which
the person is made, as well as his form, his make-
up and the orderly unity, both of the body and the
soul as well as the interaction between the various
parts of the body. It follows that He is most defi-
nitely the wise one who knows what will benefit
the person and what will harm him, and what is
good for him both in this world and in the world
to come.

As it says (in Yeshayahu 48:17): ““I am the L-rd
your G-d, who teaches you for your benefit, who
leads you by the way you should go, and as it says
(in Mishlei 3:12): “For the L-rd rebukes the one He
loves, and placates, as a father to a son.”

The third quality that a person must believe that
G-d possesses in order to have trust in Him is that
the Creator, may He be blessed, is stronger than
any other strong being, that His word is more
unchangeable than any other person’s words and
that no one can reverse His decisions. As it says
(in Tehillim 135:6): “All that the L-rd wished, He
did” and as it says (in Yeshayahu 55:11): “So shall
be My word that emanates from My mouth; it
shall not return to Me empty, unless it has done
what I desire.”
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The fourth quality that a person must believe that
G-d possesses in order to have trust in Him, is that
He supervises the governance of all people, He
does not forsake them, but rather helps them out
with all of their needs. He does not ignore them
when they are in a time of hardship, nor are any
of their matters concealed from Him, whether it
be small or big, nor does His being involved in one
matter cause Him to forget about another matter.

As it is written (in Yeshayahu 40:27): “Why should
you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way has
been hidden from the L-rd, and from my G-d, my
judgment passes”? And as it says (in Yeshayahu
40:28): “Do you not know - if you have not heard
- an everlasting G-d is the L-rd, the Creator of the
ends of the earth; He neither tires nor wearies;
there is no fathoming His understanding.”

The fifth quality that a person must believe that
G-d possesses in order to have trust in Him, is that
no creation has the power to help himself or harm
himself or to help or harm another person, with-
out the permission of the Creator, blessed be He.

For when a slave has more than one master, and
each one is able to help him, then it does not
make sense for the slave to rely solely on one of
his masters, because he expects to be helped by
each one of them. If in fact one of them, as a result
of his greatness, is more capable than the others
to help him out, then his reliance on that master
will be stronger in accordance with his ability to
help him, despite the fact that he relies on the oth-

er masters as well.

All the more so, if only one of them is able to help
him or cause him harm, then he will be forced to
rely solely on him alone, because he does not ex-
pect to be helped by anyone else other than him.
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Likewise, when a person feels that no creation can
either help him or harm him; without the permis-
sion of the Creator, blessed be He, this will cause
him to stop being afraid of other people causing
him harm and to stop relying on them to help him.
Instead, he will rely solely on the Creator, as it says
(in Tehillim 146:3): “Do not trust in princes, in the

son of man, who has no salvation.”

The sixth quality that a person must believe that
G-d possesses in order to have trust, is that he
must realize the great kindness that the Almighty
bestows on people, and how He started already
to be so kind and good with him, at the time of
the beginning of his formation in the womb of his
mother, without him being deserving of it, and
without Him (i.e., G-d) having any need to do so.
Rather, it is out of his generosity, goodness and
kindness that he does so, as we explained in the
Gate of Examination (Shaar Habechina) which is
in this book. And as King David of blessed mem-
ory said (in Tehillim 40:6): “You have done great
things, You, O Lord my God. Your wonders and
Your thoughts are for us. There is none to equal
You; were I to tell and speak, they would be too
many to tell.

The seventh quality that a person must believe
that G-d possesses in order to have trust, is that
it should be clear to him, that all those things in
existence in this world, both those that are essen-
tial, referring to the beings and objects themselves
which were brought into creation and those that
are accidental, referring to the events which hap-
pen to those objects and beings, have a clear and
defined limit to them and it is impossible to add
or subtract from that limit which G-d, may He be
blessed, has decreed.
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One cannot change its quantity, quality, time or
place; one cannot increase that which was de-
creed to be few, nor can one decrease that which
was decreed to be many. Similarly, one will not be
able to delay something which has been decreed
to be early, nor is one able to hasten something
which has been decreed to be delayed.

That which does happen in this manner, has been
decreed by the Creator from the beginning of cre-
ation. It is just that all the prior decrees of G-d
which were in the foreknowledge of the Creator
were decreed in such a way that they have direct
causes which caused them to happen, and those
causes have prior causes.

THE ILLUSION THAT A CREATION CAN BE A CAUSE
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However, someone who doesn’t contemplate
the manner in which the world is run, when see-
ing a change in reality, will think that it is the new
“cause” that forces there to be a change in real-
ity and which causes things to turn over from one
matter to another.

In truth however, the cause is too weak and insig-
nificant, for it to be the cause of the change or
to be able to turn around matters from the way
they have been until now. As can be illustrated
from the fact that a single grain of wheat produc-
es three hundred ears, and each ear of grain has
thirty grains, so that it emerges that one grain is
the cause for ten thousand grains or close to that
number to be produced.

Is it not apparent to a person’s mind that the grain
itself is too weak to be able to produce such a
massive quantity. In a similar vein with regard to
all other seeds which are sown and planted?
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Likewise, we will say regarding the creation of
human beings and other living creatures which
are created from a drop of semen. Here too it is ap-
parent that the drop of semen itself does not have
within itself the power to be the source of the entire
person. This is also evidenced from the fact that a
big fish is created from a small egg of a fish.

When a person troubles himself with efforts to
provide for his financial needs or any other needs,
to hasten that which the Creator may He be exalt-
ed has decreed should be delayed, or to delay that
which has been decreed should be hastened, or by
trying to produce many of that which has been
decreed should be few, or by trying to produce
few of that which has been decreed should be
many, regarding matters of the world - with the
exception of those matters which are necessary
for the advancement of one’s observance of mitz-
vot and the learning of Torah - it is due to one’s
weak understanding of G-d ’s foreknowledge, who
knows and has already decided at the beginning of
creation, all that is going to be. It is also due to a
lack of understanding of the inherent goodness
in which He conducts himself with the person, for
in truth everything G-d does is for the good of the
person.

This concept has already been alluded to by the
Wise Man, King Solomon, when he said (in Kohe-
let 3:1): “Everything has an appointed season, and
there is a time for every matter under heaven.’
After saying this he mentions twenty eight differ-
ent things which each has its time, as he says (in
Kohelet 3:2): “A time to give birth and a time to
die” until the end of his list when he says (in Ko-
helet 3:8): “A time for war and a time for peace.”
Likewise, he says (in Kohelet 9:11): “for time and
fate will overtake them all.” He also says (in Kohe-
let 5:7): “for the Highest over the high waits, and
there are higher ones over them.”
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The ways in which the Creator upholds his de-
crees are too hidden, deep and lofty for us to
understand even part of them. All the more so,
are we not capable of understanding all of them.
Scripture already says (in Yeshayahu 55:9): “As the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways
higher than your ways and My thoughts are high-
er than your thoughts.”

COMPLETE TRUST: NOT LIP-SERVICE
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The second introduction is that he should know
and it should be clear to him, that the Creator is
looking over him and nothing is concealed from
him, neither those actions that the person per-
forms in public and are revealed for others to see,
nor those actions that the person performs in pri-
vate and are hidden from others. Even his thoughts
are not concealed from G-d, both those that are
hidden from other people as well as those thoughts
which are apparent to other people through his
speech and actions. G-d also knows if the person’s
reliance on him is wholehearted or not.

As the verse says (in Tehillim 94:11): “The L-rd
knows the thoughts of man, that they are van-
ity,” and as it says (in Mishlei 24:12): “Surely he un-
derstands the inner recesses of a person’s heart,”
and as it says: (in Melochim 1, 8:39) “For you alone
know the hearts of all people.”

When this becomes clear to the person who relies
on G-d, then he will understand that it is not prop-
er for him to claim that he is a person who relies
on the Almighty, may He be exalted, as a result of
him verbally doing so - without him truly relying
on Him in his heart and in private. If he only pays
lip service to having bitachon, then he will be on
the level of those that it says about them (in Ye-
shayahu 29:13): “With his mouth and with his lips
he honors me, but he distances his heart from

2

me.
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The third introduction necessary for a person in
order to have proper Bitachon is that he singles
out G-d, as the only one in whom he relies upon
for those things regarding which he is obligated
to rely on Him, and does not partner any other
being with him, relying both on G-d as well as an-
other being. For if he does so his trust in G-d will
be ruined when he partners another being with
Him.

This is well known from that which is said regard-
ing Assa the king of Judah, who, despite his great
piety, at the time when he was ill, relied upon the
doctors, as it is written (in Divrei Hayamim II
16:12): “And also when he was ill he did not seek
the L-rd, only the doctors” and he was punished
for this. Likewise, it says “Blessed is the man who
relies on the L-rd and the L-rd will be his support.”

It is a well-known matter that when somebody
appoints two or more people to perform a spe-
cific task, the appointment will fail.

All the more so does this apply to one who relies
on the Almighty as well as on others; that his reli-
ance in G-d will be demolished. This will be the
main reason why the matter about which he re-
lied on G-d will be withheld from him. As it says
in the verse (in Yirmiyahu 17:5): “Cursed is the
man who relies on man and places flesh as his
support, and who removes his heart away from
the L-rd”
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DO WHAT IS RIGHT

The fourth introduction is that the person should
pay strong attention and make great efforts to
uphold that which G-d has obligated him in as
part of his service to him, both to do his mitzvot
as well as to refrain from doing that which he has
exhorted us not to do, in accordance with his re-
quests. For then the Creator will agree to give him
those things which he is relying on him for.

As the Rabbis of blessed memory said (in the Mish-
na, Avot 2:4): “Make His will like your will, so that
He may make your will as his will; nullify your will
before his will, so that he may nullify the will of
others before your will.” As the verse says (in Te-
hillim 37:3): “Trust in the L-rd and do good, dwell
in the land and be nourished by faith.” Likewise, it
says (in Eicha 3:25): “The L-rd is good to those who
wait for Him, to the soul that seeks Him.”

However, one who relies on the Creator for his
needs, while rebelling in Him, neglects the obser-
vance of mitzvot, how foolish he is and how weak
is his knowledge and understanding.

For a person knows that if somebody is appoint-
ed by another person to do a specific job, whether
he instructs him to busy himself with one of his
needs, or whether he instructs him to refrain from
a certain matter, and he then goes and disobeys
those instructions; when the one who appointed
him finds out that he disobeyed his instructions,
it will be strong grounds for him to refrain from
doing to him that which the other person had re-
lied upon him to do.
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If this applies with respect to relying on human be-
ings, all the more so, would it apply to somebody
who disobeys the Almighty’s statues and mitzvot,
which he himself designated for us to observe and
warned us about them, that the hopes of the one
who relies on him will be dashed when he rebels
against him, and he will not be fitting to be classi-
fied as “one who relies on the Almighty.”

Rather, he is like the person about which Scripture
says (in Iyov 27:8): “For what is the hope of a flat-
terer who robs, when G-d casts off his soul? Will
G-d hearken to his cry?” and as it says (in Yirmi-
yahu 7:9):"Will you steal, murder, commit adul-
tery, swear falsely” and then it says in the follow-
ing verse regarding those people (Yirmiyahu 7:10):
“Will you come and stand before Me in this house,
upon which My name is called” and then it says
in the next verse (Yirmiyahu 7:11): “Has this house
upon which My name is called, become a cave of
degenerate men”.

HuMAN EFFORT

The fifth introduction is that it should be clear to
him that the completion of all the matters which
come to be in this world after its creation, come to
be in one of two ways:

One of the manners in which they come to be is
solely due to the decrees of the Creator, may he
be exalted, and due to his desire that these things
should immediately come into existence. The sec-
ond manner, in which they come to be is through
various means and intermediaries, some of those
intermediaries are immediate to the matter which
comes to be, while some of them are remote, some
revealed and some hidden, but all of them has-
ten to complete that which He, G-d has decreed
should be and how those things should appear,
while the Almighty helps them do this.
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An example of one of the immediate causes would
be the drawing of water from the depths of the
earth by means of a pulley system and a jug which
is tied to it which draws the water out of the well.
The remote cause would be the person who ties
the animal to the rope which is attached to the
vessel, and his moving of the animal which pulls
the rope to draw the water from deep down in the
well to the ground surface.

Then there are those causes which are in between
the person and the vessels (which are being used
to draw out the water), which are intermediary
causes between the two matters . They are the
animal, the wheels which move one another and
the rope. If one of these above-mentioned causes
would get ruined then the intended goal (of draw-
ing the water) would not come to be.

Likewise, when it comes to other actions that
come to be; they do not come to be as a result
of people’s actions or through any other entity.
Rather they all exist due to the decree of G-d and
his preparation of the means through which the
action will be completed.

As it says (in Shmuel,1 2:3): “to him all the causes
have been counted,” and as it says (in Yirmiyahu
32:19): “Who is great in counsel and master in car-
rying it out and as it says in the verse (in Melochim
1, 12:15): “for it was something brought about by
the L-rd”

Ifthe means would be lacking then nothing would
come to be as a result of the natural activities.
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PROOF THAT HUMAN INTERVENTION IS OFTEN NEEDED

230% D 7182 O200; WD)
FART2 MINGIY MR MR D30
DEAYD 1T 08 TR D 17
5353 x5 o, 15 D Sonmn b
N7 o121 12 0N 72303 9280

O I3$3 NI 121 1y R
Nayer

T 2130 SN P2 DN 12 521
AR MDY MPTRa R Pxoany
T Iem

TIE ON TIRY R 2123 N0

N TP T 0 L ipnD iniipb
iR P o 10 a8
5173 21205 513535 Ty 02

TN D'372 20PN DT WIS e
DU¥an 12 PN N M iy
D72 N¥P2 2R

When one will contemplate the needs of a per-
son, how heis required to engage in various means
and to exert himself in order to obtain his needs
then we will clearly observe this to be the case
that without the various means, the matter will not
come into actuality. For when somebody needs
food, even if the food is placed in front of him in
a state already fit for him to eat, if he doesn’t ex-
ert himself to eat it by lifting it up to his mouth
and chewing it, he will not satiate his hunger.
Likewise, somebody who is thirsty who is in need
of water will also need to lift up the water to his
mouth to drink it.

All the more so, is effort necessary if the food is
not ready for him to eat, so that he is required to
exert himself to prepare it by grinding the flour
and kneading the dough and baking the dough
into bread and the like.

More exertion than this will be necessary - and it
will be even more difficult if he will need to buy
it, as well as prepare it. Even more exertion than
this will be necessary if he doesn’t have the mon-
ey with which to buy the food, in which case he
will need a far greater exertion and involvement
in various means then that which has been men-
tioned earlier. For then he will be required, either
to hire himself out for work, or to sell some of his
objects and possessions, or the like.

THE REASON FOR HUMAN EFFORT
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There are two reasons why the Creator made it
in such a way that a person must make efforts to
pursue and search for the means of his livelihood
and other needs:
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The first reason is because G-d in his wisdom
decided to test the person, as to whether he will
choose the service of the Almighty or to rebel
against Him. Therefore He tested him in a matter
through which it will be evident which path he
chose. The way He did this is by causing a person to
be needy and lacking that which is outside of him,
be it food or drink, clothing, shelter or cohabita-
tion. He then instructed the people to pursue
these things and to obtain them through means
which he prepared for them, but only in specific
manners and in specific times.

Those things that the Creator decreed that the
person will obtain, he will obtain as a result of G-d
making available all the means that he requires,
while those things which G-d did not decree that
he will obtain, he will not obtain them since those
means will be withheld from him.

As a result, it will become clear if he wishes to
serve him or disobey him, based on his choice
of the means with which he chooses to obtain
his needs. On account of this he will either be
rewarded or punished, even if he did not end up
obtaining that which he tried to obtain.

The second reason why G-d made it that people be
required to make efforts and employ various means
to obtain their livelihood is because if a person
would not need to exert himself to pursue and
search for means of sustainment, he would rebel
and pursue that which is forbidden, and he would
not pay attention to his obligations toward G-d in
exchange for the kindness of G-d over him.

Copyright (c) 2020 by Chayenu and Gateoftrust.org trust@gateoftrust.org



http://Gateoftrust.org
mailto:Gateoftrust.org?subject=

1AnvanR WY

CHOVOT HALEVAVOT | 15

833 Y (2,7 ) MM 2
5u NNy By 17 5o A 53
IR NS Y P v NS 'R
P e (1,25 M) N
TN VN DD 03 MY By
YRy

.2 MAN M) .‘l;'l;? D;ﬁ;t TN
P8 T O PR kR MY (3
MR 52w nnsw o Ny
PTII) 71203 M0 MGt Y Y
.”ﬁ:;

A PN PO 19 P 0 12t 52
Jmm N Sy i35 o 8§

DT O¥ MPVM NIT N2 M
TP 21 Wy STy

Wp2) X7, 0 ) 03 perni?
iy Som N9 5 Ty e
PPN MPNNTT WY 13,053
03" (8,3 N5MP) DM NY 11D
N W8 03,0373 103 BT Y
MY WS MY DY DTN R¥
MRID TP WNT DTIONR

As it says (in Yeshayahu 5:12): “And there are harp
and lute, tambourine and flute, and wine at their
drinking feasts; and the work of the L-rd they do
not regard, and the deed of His hands they have
not seen.” Likewise, it says (in Devarim 32:15):
“And Jeshurun became fat and rebelled; you grew
fat, thick and plump; Israel forsook the G-d Who
made them.”

In a similar vein, the Rabbis of blessed memory,
said (in Avot 2:2): “Torah study goes well with
Derech Eretz (work), since the toil of both of them
makes misdeed scarce. Any Torah study that is
not accompanied by work will cease in the end,
and lead to misdeed.”

All the more so would someone rebel if he doesn’t
have either one of these, and does not pay atten-
tion to either one of them.

It is out of the compassion of the Creator on man,
that He preoccupied him with being busy all the
days of his life with obtaining his worldly needs
and with doing Torah and mitzvot which serve as
provisions for the world to come in order that he
will not have time to seek out that which he does
not need and that which he is not able to compre-
hend with his intellect, such as those matters per-
taining to the beginning of creation and the end of
the world. Like the Wise Man, King Solomon said
(in Kohelet 3:11): “Also the [wisdom of] the world
He put into their hearts, save that man should not
find the deed which G-d did, from beginning to
end”
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THE RIGHTEOUS PERSON: WHEN MAN NEEDS NOT TO TOIL
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If a person strengthens himself in the service of
the Almighty, choosing to be fearful of Him, and
to rely on him both with regard to Torah matters
as well as with regard to worldly matters; In addi-
tion, if he turns away from inappropriate charac-
ter traits and instead, strives toward good charac-
ter traits, does not rebel against G-d even at times
when he is at rest from his stresses and does not
turn toward leisure, rather constantly involves
himself with the service of G-d, not being swayed
by his evil inclination nor being enticed by the in-
dulgences of the world.

Then in turn, such a person will be relieved from
the need to exert himself in the search to obtain
his sustainment, since the two reasons men-
tioned above why a person is required to make
efforts to provide for himself, namely, for the pur-
pose of the testing of man by G-d to see whether
he will choose permitted or forbidden means of ob-
taining his needs and so that a person will not rebel
due to the goodness that he enjoys, do not apply
to him. Instead he will be sustained without any
exertion or hard work, according to his needs and
sustainment as it is written (in Mishlei 10:3): “The
L-rd will not starve the soul of the righteous.”

THE RIGHTEOUS SUFFER AND WICKED PROSPER
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If one will ask: Behold we see some righteous
people whose sustainment becomes available to
them only after much hard work and toil, while
we find many sinners who are at peace and live
good and pleasant lives. We will respond by say-
ing, that the prophets and Pious have already pre-
ceded you in questioning this matter,
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Such as one of them, Yirmiyahu who said (in
Yirmiyahu 12:1): “Why has the way of the wicked
prospered?”, and another prophet, Chavakuk said
(Chavakuk 1:3): “Why do You show me iniquity and
look upon mischief; and plunder and violence are
before me; and the one who bears quarrel and
strife endures?” And he said in the following verse
(Chavakuk 1:4): “For a wicked man surrounds the
righteous”, and he said (in the same chapter, verse
13) “You be silent when a wicked man swallows
up one more righteous than he”.

Another Prophet, King David, said (in Tehillim
73:12): "Behold these are the wicked, and they are
ever tranquil, they have gained much wealth,” and
as he said in the following two Pessukkim (in Te-
hillim 73: 12-14): “Surely in vain have I purified my
heart, and washed my hands in cleanliness; for I
was afflicted all day, and my rebuke came each
morning.” Another Prophet, Malachi, said about
the people of his generation (Malachi 3:15): “They
also tempt G-d, and they have, nevertheless, es-
caped.” And there are many other verses like this.

Yet, while the prophets asked this question, they
did not offer a response which explains the rea-
son for this. This is because the reason why each
righteous person is tested with poverty, as well as
the reason why each wicked person is blessed with
good in this world, is different one from the other.

Therefore, it merely commented regarding this
matter, in general terms, when it says (in Devarim
29:28): “The hidden things belong to the L-rd, our
G-d, but the revealed things apply to us and to our
children”

Copyright (c) 2020 by Chayenu and Gateoftrust.org trust@gateoftrust.org



http://Gateoftrust.org
mailto:Gateoftrust.org?subject=

1AnvanR WY

CHOVOT HALEVAVOT | 18

¥ Py DN M9 M2 0on N
Y, (1,7 P97R) "y9 Op miann

1»;-11 5; k) ,1{7;}? D’?_JD i Jmljﬂ
(7,25 0™37) "o

The Wise Man, Shlomo Hamelech likewise said
(Kohelet 5:7): “If you see oppression of the poor
and deprivation of justice and righteousness in
the province, wonder not about the matter,’and
Scripture says (in Devarim 32:4): “The deeds of the
[Mighty] Rock are perfect, for all of His ways are
just”

REASONS FOR THE RIGHTEOUS SUFFERING
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Nonetheless, I have seen a need to explain this
matter - why some righteous people suffer, while
some wicked people prosper - in such a manner
that it should be somewhat sufficient of an expla-
nation.

I will say that the reasons why the righteous per-
son’s livelihood is withheld from him, until he ex-
erts himself to obtain it and is tested in it are as
follows:

It is possible that it is because of a sin that he per-
formed previously which he was liable to be pun-
ished for. As it says (in Mishlei 11:31): “Behold! The
righteous man will be paid for his sins on earth.”

Another possible rationale for the righteous” suf-
fering: There are some righteous who suffer in ex-
change for increased reward in the world to come.
As it is written (in Devarim 8:16): “To benefit you
in your end”.

Another possible rationale: There are some righ-
teous who suffer, to show other people his level of
tolerance of his suffering and his good demeanor
in the service of his Creator, so that other people
can learn from him, as we know from the story of
Iyov.
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There are some righteous who suffer due to the
wickedness of the people of their generation, and
the Creator tests him with poverty, want and ill-
ness, to show other people his piety and service
of G-d. This is in contrast to those other people
who don’t serve G-d despite their peaceful lives. As
it says (in Yeshayahu 53:4) “Indeed, he bore our ill-
nesses, and our pains, he carried them”. This verse
is discussing Moshiach who will endure suffering as
aresult of the sins of the people in his generation.

There are some righteous people who suffer be-
cause, although they are righteous in their own
personal lives, they are not zealous for the sake of
G-d, in protesting the sins of the people of their
generation as you know from the story with FEili
and his sons, which Scripture (in Shmuel 1, 2:36)
says about them: “And it will be that everyone
who is left in your house, will come to prostrate
himself before him for a silver piece and a morsel
of bread.”

REASONS FOR THE WICKED PROSPERING
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But the kindness that the Almighty blessed be He
performs on behalf of the wicked are for the fol-
lowing reasons:

There are some wicked people who prosper, due
to their previous good deeds which the Almighty
rewards them for in this world, as it says in (De-
vorim 7:10): “And He repays those who hate Him,
to their face, to cause them to perish” which one
of the early commentators, Onkelos, translated as
follows: “And he rewards those who hate him - for
the good deeds that they have performed before
him - in this world , in order to ultimately destroy
them in the world to come.”

Copyright (c) 2020 by Chayenu and Gateoftrust.org trust@gateoftrust.org



http://Gateoftrust.org
mailto:Gateoftrust.org?subject=

1AnvanR WY

CHOVOT HALEVAVOT | 20

W 19N [1TREA TYT 2 Ay v
T P 12 7130 o8 1 e
PRI WY 129,717 N
NII2Y MY (1,10 2N) "5

(13,2 rrp) "oroNn

noTI MI3RT MY B
MDY 33 ,5PYT $Pi Niaow
POTP) "Ny 1opa0 ey ey
(2,1

FPYRY NI12T TINAD IR WD
12,79 N I 2w Ty
TR I NPT

T NN DTRY 0N My w
,M3p2 1135 2w N

D37 327 WS 12 MO N 12D
'3 ovo5m) "oNT NBD S 75 1eh
MW TS N2 Tomnn (0
WYY, (1,3 ow) e 13
213 TS NN MDY MY D3 PN

(713 15 ©5nn) "on% wean ipn

MR WIS NiDY? R e

M DWIN DYDY DRBE
QWM 87927 NTiapn M0% omaen
51 DT W O NI
Balpyvasiels

Sometimes, the good fortune of the wicked is like
a deposit by him, and remains with him until the
Almighty will give him a righteous son, who will
be deserving of it. The wicked person only amass-
es wealth so that his righteous son can inherit it.
As it says (in Iyov 27:17): “He will prepare, and a
righteous man will wear them” Likewise it says in
the verse (Kohelet 2:26): “But to the sinner He has
given an occupation to gather and to accumulate,
to give to him who is good in God’s sight.”

It is possible that the reason why the wicked per-
son is given good, is so that it will be the main
cause for his death or for his bad fortune, as it is
written in the verse (Kohelet 5:12): “Riches kept by
their owner for his harm.”

Additionally, it is possible that despite being wick-
ed, the Creator allows him to have good fortune
for a while, until he repents and will be deserving
of it, as you know from the story of Menashe.

Some wicked people are given good fortune due to
an act of kindness that his father performed, and
therefore it is fitting for G-d to be kind to his son
as a result of it.

As G-d said to Yehu the son of Nimshi (in Melochim
2, 10:30): “Your descendants of the fourth genera-
tion shall occupy the throne of Israel” and as it
says (in Mishlei 20:7): “He who walks innocently
is righteous; fortunate are his sons after him.”
Likewise, it says (in Tehilim 37:25): “I was young,
I also aged, and I have not seen a righteous man
forsaken and his seed seeking bread.”

Sometimes, G-d makes wicked people prosper for
the purpose of testing those tricksters who pre-
tend to be righteous so that they can deceive others
and those who hide their wickedness out of fear of
other people. When these people see this (i.e., the
success of the wicked), they hasten to turn away
from the service of the Creator, and try to appease
the wicked people and learn from their ways.
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As a result it will become clear as to who is the
wholehearted in his service of G-d and it will be-
come apparent as to who is loyal in his service of
G-d, when they tolerate those times when others
rule over them and embarrass them for it. He will
receive reward from the Creator for this, as you
know from the story of Eliyahu who was pursued
by Izevel, and likewise with Yirmiyahu who was
persecuted by the rulers of his generation. Choos-
ing an occupation: What do you love doing?

Since it has been demonstrated above, that peo-
ple are obligated to make efforts to engage in
the means of obtaining their livelihood and other
needs, we will now explain that not every per-
son is obligated to pursue each means of obtain-
ing one’s livelihood, as there are many different
means in which one can engage in.

Some of those means are relatively easy, as they en-
tail little exertion, such as selling merchandise in
the store, or engaging in types of handiwork that
involve little exertion such as sewing, weaving,
writing or storing merchandise and safeguarding
it until it goes up in value. Other examples of easy
occupations include those who contract share-
croppers and other workers to work the land and
those who are responsible to oversee the workers
who are working the land.

However, there are other means of obtaining one’s
livelihood which involve much toil and exertion,
such as tanning skins, mining iron and copper
from the depths of the ground, refining silver us-
inglead, lifting heavy loads, regular long distance
travel, working the land and plowing it and the
like.

For a person who is physically strong, but intel-
lectually wealk, it is appropriate that he chooses
one of those occupations (mentioned above) that
require toil, but only as much as he can tolerate.
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Conversely, one who is physically weak but has
strong intellect should not pursue those means
of livelihood that tire out the body, instead he
should turn to those occupations which are eas-
ier on the body, and will therefore be able to en-
gage in constantly.

In truth, every person has more of a desire for one
type of work or commerce than others, which the
Almighty has ingrained in his very nature to love
and cherish.

So too, we find by other living creatures, that G-d
ingrained in their very nature, the means with
which they sustain themselves, like that which He
ingrained in the nature of a cat to prey on mice,
in the nature of the hawk to prey on those birds
which are fitting for it, and in the nature of the
deer to prey on snakes. Likewise, there are cer-
tain birds which will only prey on fish. In a similar
fashion, G-d ingrained in the nature of each and
every living species a predisposition and a desire
for one of the species of plants or living creatures
so that they shall serve as its source of food.

Even the makeup of the body and limbs of each
species of living creatures are such, so that they
are fit for the consumption of the food that it is
in their nature to eat, as is evidenced by the long
mouths and long legs of the bird which preys on
fish, by the teeth and sharp nails of the lion, and
by the horns of the bull and the ram. However,
those animals whose food is from vegetation, G-d
did not give them body parts to use as instruments
with which to hunt and prey.

In a similar manner, you will find that the vari-
ous character traits of people and the makeup of
their bodies are each suited for a specific type of
business or work.
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One who finds that his character traits and na-
ture are suited for a certain work and also by na-
ture desires it, and whose body is suited for it, and
is able to tolerate the exertion which is required
for it, should pursue it and make it his means for
obtaining his livelihood.

He should tolerate both its pleasant aspects as
well as it’s difficult aspects. He shouldn’t become
sick with it, if at times it doesn’t sufficiently pro-
vide for his sustenance. Rather he should rely on
the Almighty, that he will provide him with suffi-
cient livelihood for his entire life.

ATTITUDE TOWARDS ONE’S WORK
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When one’s mind and body are occupied with
the means of obtaining one’s livelihood as well as
when he is pursuing those means, he should have
in mind that he is doing so in order to fulfillll the
commandment of the Creator who instructed a
person to engage himself in worldly means of ob-
taining his livelihood, such as the working of the
land, plowing it and sowing it. As it is written (in
Bereshit 2:15): “The L-rd, G-d took the man, and
He placed him in the Garden of Eden to work it
and to guard it”.

Likewise, G-d instructed a person to use out the
living creatures for his benefit and food, for the
development of the countries, and to prepare
food from them. He instructed us to use women,
by cohabiting with them for the purpose of bear-
ing children.
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A person will be rewarded for doing these actions
when his intention in doing them is for the sake
of G-d. He will be rewarded, regardless of whether
or not he achieves that which he desired, as it is
written (in Tehillim 128:2): “If you eat the toil of
your hands, you are praiseworthy, and it is good
for you,” and as the Rabbis of blessed memory
said (in the Mishna Avot 2:12): “All your deeds
should be for the sake of Heaven.”

When his intention is for the sake of Heaven, then
his reliance on G-d will be wholesome, and his ef-
forts in engaging with the various means to ob-
tain his livelihood will not in any way harm his
trust in G-d.

A person shouldn’t think that his livelihood hing-
es upon the specific means of livelihood that he
chose for himself, and that were that means to be
withheld from him, then his livelihood would not
come through other means. Instead, he should
rely on G-d that he will sustain him.

He should also recognize that from the perspec-
tive of the Creator, all the various means are
equal, and He can sustain him in whichever one
of these means that He chooses and at any time
that He chooses, and in any manner in which He
decides.

As Scripture says (in Shmuel 1, 14:6): “For with the
L-rd there is no limitation to save with many or
with few,” and as it says (in Devarim 8:18): “For it
is He that gives you strength to make wealth,” and

as it says (in Zecharya 4:6): “Not by military force
and not by physical strength, but by My spirit,

says the L-rd of Hosts.”
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